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Tamra Greig, 
INL: International Narcotics and Law 
Enforcement Affairs Bureau (US 
Department of State)

Miodrag Milićević, 
Executive Director at NGO AKTIV

Introductory remarks

This panel will present an engaging discourse on 
forging a path towards a corruption-free Kosovo 
by bridging the gap between intent and action. 
Delving into innovative strategies and collabo-
rative frameworks, the discussion aims to shed 
light on how integrity can serve as a unifying 
force against corruption’s corrosive influence. 
Amidst a global movement for greater transpar-
ency and accountability, Kosovo stands at a piv-
otal juncture in its quest to eradicate corruption. 
The panel will explore how diverse stakeholders, 
from government bodies to civil society organi-
zations, are joining forces to construct bridges of 
integrity that lead to sustainable change. By ex-
amining successful case studies and dissecting 
challenges, the discourse endeavors to inspire 
actionable solutions that can be embraced by all 
sectors of society.

F I RS T  PA N E L 
Bridging Integrity: 
Strategies for a 
Corrupt-Free Kosovo

Mexhide Demolli Nimani
M O D E RAT O R

Yll Buleshkaj
Ehat Miftaraj
Ismet Kryeziu

PA N E L I S T S

S E CO N D  PA N E L 
Unmasked Governance: 
Illuminating Institutional 
Transparency

In the context of Kosovo, the pursuit of transpar-
ent governance has emerged as a cornerstone 
of progressive societal development. The theme 
“Unmasked Governance: Illuminating Institution-
al Transparency in Kosovo” encapsulates the 
essential drive to unveil the inner workings of in-
stitutions, fostering a culture of openness and ac-
countability. Through this spotlight on institution-
al transparency, Kosovo strives to shed light on 
decision-making processes, resource allocation, 
and policy implementation. By making these as-
pects accessible to the public, institutions aim to 
establish a foundation of trust and engagement 
with citizens. The theme underscores the critical 
role that transparent governance plays in build-
ing a resilient and participatory democracy. The 
discourse surrounding “Unmasked Governance” 
will delve into the challenges and successes of 
Kosovo’s journey towards greater transparency. 
It will showcase the transformative potential of 
transparent practices in enhancing public par-
ticipation, curbing corruption, and promoting 
sustainable development. By engaging in this di-
alogue, Kosovo embraces a path of continuous 
improvement, where transparency remains an 
ever-evolving goal, integral to its progress and 
prosperity.

Mimoza Gavrani
M O D E RAT O R

Bezad Halilaj
Krenare Sogojeva Dërmaku
Muhedin Nushi
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11:00 – 12:30 
T H I R D  PA N E L 
Driving Change Through 
Innovation: Exploring 
Creative Methods for Civic 
Activism and Engagement 
Strategies

In Kosovo’s civic activism landscape, innova-
tion is emerging as a catalyst for transformative 
change. By marrying creative strategies with dig-
ital platforms, activists are expanding their reach 
and sparking impactful conversations. This shift 
towards innovative approaches is not just a trend, 
but a response to the evolving challenges Kosovo 
faces. The panel discussion on “Driving Change 
through Innovation: Exploring Creative Methods 
for Civic Activism and Engagement Strategies” 
will delve into the fusion of innovation and civ-
ic engagement. Through real-world examples, 
participants will explore how technology-driven 
tactics can enhance transparency, inclusivity, 
and collaboration. This dialogue showcases how 
innovation isn’t just a tool for change but a path-
way to a more participatory democracy and  a 
brighter civic future for Kosovo.

Xhemajl Rexha
M O D E RAT O R

Dušan Radaković
Marigona Shabiu
Allen Meta
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13:00 – 14:30               
F OU R T H  PA N E L 
Decoding Transparency: 
Redefining Kosovo’s 
Anticorruption Narrative

In Kosovo, the role of media in fostering digital 
transparency and accountability is of paramount 
importance in an evolving landscape. As technol-
ogy reshapes communication, media serves as a 
cornerstone in building an informed and vigilant 
society. Through digital platforms, media outlets 
in Kosovo have the power to uncover hidden in-
formation and shed light on matters that demand 
public attention. By amplifying voices and ensur-
ing that information flows freely, media promotes 
a culture of transparency where citizens can ac-
cess accurate and timely information. Media’s 
role extends beyond reporting; it actively engag-
es in holding institutions and individuals account-
able for their actions. Investigative journalism, 
data analysis, and fact-checking contribute to a 
robust system of checks and balances, ensuring 
that power is wielded responsibly.

Budimir Ničić
M O D E RAT O R

Kreshnik Gashi
Ardiana Thaçi Mehmeti
Isak Vorgučić
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Yll Buleshkaj is an experienced 
professional with demonstrated 
over two decades of history work-
ing for national and internation-
al organizations and institutions. 
Buleshkaj professional experi-
ence varies from anti-corruption, 
financial oversight of political 
parties, good governance, elec-
toral and political affairs, man-
agement to civil society mobi-
lization. Buleshkaj in present is 
leading the Agency for Prevention 
of Corruption, previously the Office 
for Political Parties, earlier man-
aged multi-million-dollar USAID 
financed projects with IFES, act-
ed as specialist for UN missions in 
charge for organizing elections in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, lead OSCE 
project promoting good gover-
nance, women and youth partici-
pation, and was part of numerous 
civil society processes in Kosovo.

Ehat Miftaraj has finished the Law 
School at the Pristina Universi-
ty, while he finished the Master of 
Laws in Intercultural Human Rights 
at Saint Thomas University School 
of Law, Miami, Florida. He has at-
tended numerous professional 
training courses provided by vari-
ous Law Enforcement Agencies re-
garding the justice reform, criminal 
justice, human rights, organized 
crime, corruption, money launder-
ing, etc. Between 2005 and 2011, he 
was Head/Director of the Ministry 
of Justice Legal Office Department 
and Director of the Department for 
International Legal Cooperation.  
Since 2005 until 2020, Mr. Miftaraj 
continuously was member of the 
working groups established by the 
MOJ in drafting rule of law sector 
legislation. Mr. Miftaraj from 2011 
to 2015, has worked previously as 
Director of the Unit for Evaluation 
of the Prosecution Performance at 
the Kosovo Prosecutorial Council.  
Since 2015, he joined civil sector in 
Kosovo.

Ismet Kryeziu began his civil 
society career in 2001, when he 
joined NDI’s civic forum program. 
Once the Civic program was 
concluded, Ismet in accordance 
with his colleagues decided 
on establishing a domestic 
NGO, today known as Kosova 
Democratic Institute. In 2006, Ismet 
was elected as KDI’s Executive 
Director and continues to serve 
as such nowadays. Ismet has 
extensive experience in elections, 
working with Kosovo Assembly, 
and fight against corruption, local 
government and gender equality.
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Bezad Halilaj was elected Depu-
ty Auditor General on April 6, 2022 
and has a five-year mandate. Be-
fore being elected to this position, 
he was engaged as an external 
professional expert at the Minis-
try of Defense, through the orga-
nization Balkan Policy Research 
Group. Previously, he was a reg-
ular non-executive Director of the 
Board in KEK and at the same time 
Chairman of the Audit Committee. 
He graduated from the Faculty of 
Economics, Management and In-
formatics branch, while he com-
pleted his master’s studies, Pub-
lic Administration and Diplomacy 
branch. He has extensive profes-
sional experience for more than 18 
years.

Krenare Sogojeva Dërmaku is the 
Commissioner for Information and 
Privacy. For more than a decade 
she has headed the Legal Depart-
ment in the Ministry of Defense, 
while in the Office of the Prime Min-
ister she has been the coordinator 
of the legislative roundtable at the 
Government Coordination Secre-
tariat and Senior Legal Officer in 
the Legal Office. As a law graduate 
in the University of Prishtina, with 
postgraduate studies in Europe-
an law at the European College of 
Parma in Italy, she has a long ex-
perience in drafting, interpretation 
of laws and in providing legal ad-
vices, including knowledge in the 
field of human rights and the field 
of defense and security. Mrs. So-
gojeva-Dermaku is married and 
has two children.

Muhedin Nushi completed his 
university studies at the Faculty 
of Economics at the University of 
Pristina. Mr. Nushi first worked at 
the Institute for Scientific Research 
and Development (INKOS) in Obi-
liq from 1985 to 1990. From 1992 to 
2000 he was employed at the Eco-
nomic Bank with headquarters in 
Gjakovë/Đakovica, and then also 
in Pristina. From 2000 to 2006, he 
was involved in various projects 
with foreign institutions - with the 
World Bank in the project imple-
mented by FAO (Food and agri-
culture organizations of the Unit-
ed Nations), EU projects under 
the Ministry of Agriculture and the 
Statistics Authority of Kosovo, as 
well as in several projects at UNDP, 
HELVETAS, USAID, etc. From 2006 to 
2013, he led the Department of In-
formation Technology at the Eco-
nomic Bank. Since the end of 2013, 
he has been engaged in public 
life. Initially, he served as the Di-
rector of Administration in the Mu-
nicipality of Pristina. Then he was 
appointed Vice Mayor of the Mu-
nicipality of Pristina, and recently 
he was an Advisor to the Mayor of 
Pristina. He is currently in the po-
sition of Senior Political Advisor in 
the Ministry of Education, Science, 
Technology and Innovation.
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Dušan Radaković was born in 1984 
in Mitrovica. He completed his pri-
mary and secondary education 
in Mitrovica and holds an MA Di-
ploma in Law. He also completed 
a number of courses in Kosovo 
and abroad, including the Leader-
ship Program in the USA. His work 
experience includes journalist at 
Radio Television of Kosovo (RTK), 
Project Officer at Partners Kosova 
(2005-2008), and Program man-
ager at “National Democratic In-
stitute-NDI Kosovo” (2008-2015). 
At the end of 2011, he founded the 
non-governmental organization 
“Advocacy Center for Democratic 
Culture” and in the next 10 years, 
he implemented almost 100 proj-
ects funded by numerous donors, 
embassies, and international or-
ganizations in Kosovo and the re-
gion. The main fields of Mr. Rada-
ković’s engagements have been 
the rule of law, anti-corruption, 
transparency, human rights, and 
monitoring of the election process. 
Mr. Radaković is fluent in English 
and Albanian languages. He is 
married and a father of one child.

Marigona Shabiu is a human 
rights activist from Kosovo. Since 
2017 she has been working as Ex-
ecutive Director at Youth Initia-
tive for Human Rights – Kosovo 
(YIHR KS), leading a multi-ethnic 
group of young people who are 
working towards fostering a free, 
equal, just and peaceful society in 
Kosovo as well as in the Western 
Balkans region. She completed a 
one-year fellowship at Columbia 
University as part of the Alliance 
for Historical Dialogue and Ac-
countability Fellowship Program 
2021-2022. Marigona holds a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Public Affairs from 
Indiana University Bloomington in 
the United States. While doing her 
graduate studies, she completed 
an internship at the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York. In 2014, 
Marigona founded a youth NGO in 
her hometown focused on human 
rights, inter-cultural dialogue and 
youth empowerment. She has 
more than ten years of experience 
in the civil society sector working 
with different local and interna-
tional NGOs. 

Allen Meta was born in Pristina, 
has seven years of professional 
experience in project manage-
ment and project coordination, 
focusing on elections, inter-ethnic 
cooperation, dialogue and region-
al cooperation. Coordinated and 
managed regional and local proj-
ects. During the last three years he 
has been mainly engaged in tack-
ling dis/misinformation through 
different projects. Allen is also cer-
tified by the World Debate Institute 
on debate and public speaking. 
Fluent in Albanian, English and 
good knowledge of Serbian.

PA
N

EL
IS

TS
 

2 7 t h  a n d  2 8 t h o f  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 3 , 
H o t e l  S i r i u s  ( Pr i s t i n a )



B u i l d i n g  Tr u s t ,  S t r e n g t h e n i n g  C o m m u n i t i e s : 
A Conference on Local Governance 
Transparency

28TH
SEPTEMBER

T H U R S D A Y

Kreshnik Gashi started working as 
a journalist in 2007 in the news-
paper Kosova Sot. In 2012, Kresh-
nik Gashi joined Internews Kosovo, 
first in the position of Investigative 
Journalist and then in the position 
of Editor and Moderator of Justice 
in Kosovo. He studied at the Uni-
versity of Pristina at the Faculty of 
Law and is currently pursuing his 
Master’s degree in Criminal Justice 
at the same university. During his 
career, he was noted for his inves-
tigations of corruption scandals 
in the judiciary, the prosecutor’s 
office and the police. From the re-
search findings published in Jus-
tice in Kosovo so far, dozens of in-
dictments have been filed against 
state officials, including judges, 
prosecutors and police. During 
his career for his work in journal-
ism, Gashi has been awarded with 
four prestigious awards from the 
UNDP Anti-Corruption Agency, the 
Association of Journalists and the 
European Union.

Ardiana Thaçi Mehmeti has been 
an investigative journalist since 
2005. She has been rewarded 
dozens of times with awards for 
corruption, human rights, and 
poverty. She is the producer and 
co-founder of the show Kiks Koso-
va and is also the author of the 
documentary show “Alibi”, which 
is a show dedicated to the black 
chronicle and corruption. Through 
Alibi, Thaçi-Mehmeti researches 
and sifts every detail that sends 
to the consequences that brought 
the phenomenon that is treated 
in the show. In addition to finding 
the cause, the show tries to pres-
ent the ways in which the solution 
must be found. Alibi has taken 
seriously many sensitive topics, 
such as domestic violence, dis-
crimination based on ethnicity, 
pedophilia, bullying, institutional 
corruption, etc. Married and has 3 
children.

Isak Vorgučić is director of the in-
dependent Radio Kim in Čaglavi-
ca/Çagllavicë, central Kosovo, 
since 2000. Military, engineering 
and theology education. Served 12 
years as a priest-monk at Visoki 
Decani and Gracanica monaster-
ies. MA in Media and Communi-
cations at the Kosovo Institute for 
Journalism and Communications 
in 2009; MA thesis “Church and 
Media”. Brewmaster and co-own-
er at Pivdžan Craft Brewery in 
Gračanica/Graçanicë since 2017. 
Married, father of three.

M
OD

ER
AT

OR
S

2 7 t h  a n d  2 8 t h o f  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 3 , 
H o t e l  S i r i u s  ( Pr i s t i n a )



B u i l d i n g  Tr u s t ,  S t r e n g t h e n i n g  C o m m u n i t i e s : 
A Conference on Local Governance 
Transparency

Mexhide Demolli Nimani has an extensive background in com-
munication and project management, and has served as the 
long-standing coordinator of the media office at FOL and has 
successfully managed numerous essential projects. Her prima-
ry passion lies in the realm of Transparency and Accountability 
within public institutions, a subject in which she has conducted 
numerous training sessions for public officials, equipping them 
with the skills needed to access public documents across var-
ious governmental bodies. She has overseen numerous public 
awareness campaigns across all municipalities in Kosovo, spe-
cifically geared towards enlightening citizens about the Law on 
Access to Public Documents. Before her journey with the Levizja 
FOL, Mexhide dedicated four years of her career to journalism. 
Her academic credentials include the completion of her stud-
ies at the Faculty of Journalism and Literature and the Alba-
nian Language program at the esteemed University of Prishtina 
“Hasan Prishtina.” Her dedication to promoting transparency 
and good governance makes her a respected figure in Koso-
vo’s civil society.

Mimoza Gavrani from Prishtina, worked as a Policy Expert for the 
Regional Corporation-RCC, responsible for Kosovo and Albania, 
where she provided policy guidance to governments regarding 
the integration of minority communities, linking them with EU 
accession, analyzing their socio-economic impact, necessary 
sector reforms, as well as public budgeting cycles. She holds an 
MA degree in National Security Affairs from The European Cen-
ter for Peace and Development. She is a fellow program student 
of Central European University-CEU in Budapest, Hungary, and 
holds a  BA in Psychology in Prishtina, Kosovo. She has been a 
fellow with many international and transatlantic organizations. 
Mimoza brings 14 years of experience in advocacy, regional 
policy mainstreaming socio-economic policies, public dia-
logue, and strengthening institutional obligations of govern-
ments to incorporate and deliver specific goals in mainstream 
policy developments. She was involved in different academic 
approaches of her interest, and she combined her experiences 
from different levels by bridging transatlantic experience in her 
country, especially supporting Western Balkans governments.

Xhemajl Rexha has been the Chairman of the Board at Asso-
ciation of Journalists of Kosovo since July 2021 with a 3 year 
mandate. He has been working in the media since 2005 as a 
political reporter, news editor and Editor-in-Chief at private 
national television, KTV in Prishtina. For more than a decade, he 
hosted one the most watched current affairs show in Kosovo 
Interaktiv. He has been an anchor and Director of Information at 
newly-established Kanal 10 TV since 2019. At the AJK, he part-
ners with UNKT, OSCE, EU, Council of Europe and others to best 
promote and protect the work of Kosovo media workers, work-
ing on topics that include information integrity and empower-
ment of women journalists. AJK has around 750 members of all 
ethnic backgrounds.

Budimir Ničić has been the director, editor and journal-
ist of the Medija Centar in Čaglavica/Çagllavicë since 
2008. He started working as a journalist in 2002 at KIM 
Radio. Since 2010, he is the author and presenter of the 
show “Slobodno srpski”, which is produced by the Medi-
ja Centar. He has been a correspondent for the Serbian 
Voice of America service from Kosovo since 2008. For 
seven years he was the president of the Association of 
Serbian Journalists in Kosovo.
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